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THE  LINCOLNS'  WASHINGTON  PASTOR 


When  Abraham  Lincoln  and  his  family  reached  Wash- 
ington in  1861  they  immediately  began  to  make  inquiries 
about  selecting  a  church  home.  There  is  a  tradition  that 
the  President  approached  Attorney-General  Bates  re- 
garding a  suitable  place  of  worship  and  commented,  "I 
wish  to  find  a  church  whose  clergyman  does  not  preach 
politics." 

Inasmuch  as  the  family  had  attended  a  Presbyterian 
church  in  Springfield,  it  is  not  surprising  to  find  them 
associated  with  a  church  of  the  same  religious  body  at 
Washington,  and  the  qualifications  of  the  clergyman 
seems  to  have  measured  up  to  requirements,  as  the  Presi- 
dent told  a  distinguished  friend,  "I  like  Dr.  Gurley.  He 
doesn't  preach  politics.  I  get  enough  of  that  through  the 
week,  and  when  I  go  to  church  I  like  to  hear  the  gospel." 

The  Lincolns  first  attended  Mr.  Gurley's  church  in 
March,  1861.  Sometime  later  they  made  the  selection  of 
a  pew.  The  deacon  who  took  care  of  assigning  the  Lincoln 
family  a  permanent  place  to  be  seated  remembers  the 
interview  as  follows: 

"I  remember  taking  the  plat  of  the  church  over  to  the 
White  House  for  inspection.  Mrs.  Lincoln  looked  it  over 
and  selected  the  pew,  which  strangely  enough,  happened 
to  be  the  one  Mr.  Buchanan  had  just  vacated.  The  annual 
rental  of  the  pew  at  the  time  was  fifty  dollars  a  year." 

The  records  of  the  church  show  that  Mr.  Lincoln  paid 
his  pew  rent  promptly  each  year.  In  approaching  the 
memorial  pew  one  walks  down  the  center  aisle  and  notes 
the  eighth  pew  from  the  pulpit. 

Although  in  1858,  Dr.  Gurley  had  served  as  chaplain 
of  the  United  States  Senate,  and  through  this  connection, 
became  widely  known  in  political  circles  in  Washington, 
apparently  he  had  not  been  spoiled  by  this  distinguished 
honor. 

Rev.  Gurley  according  to  one  of  his  contemporaries  was 
"a  noble  representative  of  old-school  Presbyterianism  in 
the  capital  of  this  mighty  nation. . .  .  Calvinism  presented 
in  his  beautiful  example  and  spirit  and  preaching,  a 
practical  and  irresistible  refutation  of  the  criticism  so 
often  heaped  upon  it  by  those  who  know  little  of  it." 

From  a  brief  obituary  notice  by  Rev.  A.  A.  E.  Taylor 
in  The  Presbyterian,  there  is  a  fine  summary  of  Gurley's 
ability  as  a  preacher  and  the  type  of  sermons  he  was  in 
the  habit  of  delivering.  Rev.  Taylor  said:  "He  spoke  with 
an  authoritative  air  of  sincerity  and  earnestness,  a  force 
of  personal  conviction,  that  impressed  the  hearer  with 
the  fact  that  whether  the  utterance  were  true  or  not 
there  was  no  doubt  in  the  world  but  that  the  speaker  him- 
self believed  it  to  be  true.  His  preaching,  with  slow  and 
stately  solemnity  was  confined  with  remarkable  closeness 
to  the  great  central  doctrines  of  the  cross.  There  was  no 
phrase  more  frequented  on  his  lips  as  his  constant  hearers 
will  bear  witness,  than,  'Christ  and  Him  crucified'." 

When  Lincoln  was  shot  Dr.  Gurley  was  immediately 
summoned  to  his  bedside  and  remained  there  until  the 
President  expired  the  next  morning.  Upon  the  death  of 
Lincoln,  Secretary  Stanton  turned  to  Dr.  Gurley  and  said, 
"Doctor  will  you  say  something."  Whereupon  the  pastor 
replied,  "Let  us  talk  with  God,"  and  kneeling  "proceeded 
to  offer  a  most  touching  and  impressive  prayer." 


Later  one  of  the  United  States  senators  remarked,  after 
hearing  Dr.  Gurley's  prayer  offered  in  the  Executive  Man- 
sion, just  before  the  body  of  the  President  started  on  its 
long  trip  to  Springfield,  that  the  prayer  "produced  a  pro- 
founder  impression  on  him  than  anything  he  had  ever 
heard  from  the  lips  of  man." 

On  the  funeral  train  Dr.  Gurley  wrote  a  memorial  poem 
of  six  stanzas  which  was  set  to  music  and  sung  at  the 
cemetery  in  Springfield.  There  is  room  for  but  one  verse 
here: 

"This  consecrated  spot  shall  be 

To  freedom  ever  dear: 
And  freedom's  sons  of  every  race 
Shall  weep  and  worship  here." 

Phineas  Densmore  Gurley  was  born  in  1816,  on  No- 
vember 12,  at  Hamilton,  New  York.  His  father  was  of 
Quaker  birth,  and  his  mother  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
church.  When  fifteen  years  of  age  Phineas  united  with 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  at  Parishville,  New  York,  to 
which  place  the  family  had  removed.  He  was  admitted 
to  Union  College  in  1833  and  graduated  from  the  insti- 
tution with  the  highest  honors  in  his  class,  on  July  26, 
1837.  The  Fall  of  that  year  he  entered  the  Theological 
Seminary  at  Princeton,  New  Jersey,  and  completed  bis 
course  in  September,  1840. 

A  month  after  Gurley's  graduation  he  was  married  to 
Miss  Emma  Brooks,  daughter  of  a  Parishville  physician, 
Dr.  Hosea  Brooks,  and  one  week  later  the  young  couple 
set  out  for  their  newly  assigned  charge,  the  First  Pres- 
byterian Church  of  Indianapolis.  At  this  time  Henry 
Ward  Beecher  was  the  minister  at  the  Second  Presby- 
terian Church  in  that  city. 

During  Dr.  Gurley's  residence  at  Indianapolis,  he  as- 
sisted in  two  missions  at  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana.  On  one 
of  these  special  efforts  fifty  people  were  added  to  the 
church.  After  a  ministry  of  nine  years  in  the  Indiana 
state  capital,  he  accepted  the  pastorate  of  the  First 
Presbyterian  Church,  at  Dayton,  Ohio,  and  four  years 
later  was  installed  as  pastor  of  the  F  Street  Church  in 
Washington,  D.  C.  A  union  with  the  Second  Presbyterian 
Church  occurred  in  1859  at  which  time  the  united  body 
was  designated  as  the  New  York  Avenue  Presbyterian 
Church.  It  was  at  this  time  that  the  now  famous  edifice 
was  erected  so  that  when  the  Lincolns  arrived  in  Wash- 
ington, Dr.  Gurley  was  preaching  in  the  new  church  build- 
ing which  had  just  been  completed. 

Dr.  Gurley  did  not  long  survive  his  most  distinguished 
church  attendant  for  he  passed  away  on  September  3, 
1868,  in  the  fifty-second  year  of  his  age,  while  still  min- 
istering at  the  New  York  Avenue  Church. 

Mrs.  Sidney  Lauck,  a  church  member  at  the  time 
the  Lincolns  worshiped  there  claimed  that  Dr.  Gurley 
himself  told  her  that  "Mr.  Lincoln  had  made  all  the  ar- 
rangements to  be  received  into  the  New  York  Avenue 
Church  and  but  for  the  assassin  who  took  his  life,  he 
would  have  made  public  profession  of  his  faith  in  Christ 
on  Easter,  1865." 
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Lincoln  Newspaper  Clippings 


Editor's  Note:  The  most  exhaustive  source  of  information  about  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  in  the  Foundation's  Library-Museum  collection  is  the 
newspaper  clipping  files  which  utilize  some  fifty  odd  steel  filing  draw- 
ers. The  clippings  have  been  mounted  and  filed  under  approximately 
3,000  different  Lincoln  subjects.  It  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that  in 
a  collection  so  voluminous,  there  would  be  a  few  clippings  which  would 
have  considerable  historical  significance.  Some  of  these  are  featured 
in  this  issue  of  Lincoln  Lore. 

R.G.M. 

Newspaper  Clippings  Which  Lincoln  Read 

President  Abraham  Lincoln's  close  association  with  the 
Rev.  Phineas  D.  Gurley,  D.D.,  the  pastor  of  The  New 
York  Avenue  Presbyterian  Church,  is  well  known.  The 
Lincoln  family  attended  the  regular  services  of  Dr.  Gur- 
ley's  church,  occupying  pew  number  14.  Then,  too,  there 
is  considerable  evidence  that  Lincoln  and  Gurley  often 
visited  together,  held  conferences  and  discussed  religious 
and  other  matters  pertinent  to  the  problems  of  the  City 
of  Washington,  D.C.  during  the  Civil  War. 

It  was  also  the  practice  of  the  Lincoln  family  to  send 
gifts  to  the  pastor.  On  one  occasion,  Mrs.  Lincoln  sent 
poultry  from  Baltimore  and  a  barrel  of  choice  Northern 
apples  to  the  Presbyterian  manse. 

Dr.  Gurley  was  present  at  the  bedside  of  the  President 
following  his  assassination.  Later,  at  the  request  of  the 
Lincoln  family,  Dr.  Gurley  conducted  the  funeral  ser- 
vices which  were  held  in  the  East  Room  of  the  White 
House  on  April  19,  1865.  His  sermon  was  titled  "Have 
Faith  In  God"— Mark  11:22.  On  June  1,  1865,  a  day  ap- 
pointed by  President  Andrew  Johnson  as  one  of  "humili- 
ation and  prayer,"  Dr.  Gurley  preached  a  second  Lincoln 
sermon,  in  the  New  York  Avenue  Presbyterian  Church, 
titled  "The  Voice  of  the  Rod."  Both  of  the  above-men- 
tioned sermons  have  been  published. 

Dr.  Gurley's  presence  at  the  Petersen  House  on  Tenth 
Street  across  from  the  Ford  Theatre,  was  a  comfort  for 
Mrs.  Lincoln  and  her  son  "through  the  hours  of  that 
interminable  night,"  and  weeks  later  the  President's 
widow  presented  to  the  clergyman  a  hat  worn  by  her 
husband  (for  the  first  and  only  time)  at  his  Second 
Inaugural. 

Sometime  during  the  Fall  of  1862,  President  Lincoln 
presented  to  Dr.  Gurley  some  newspaper  clippings  relat- 
ing to  the  military  situation  in  general  and  the  Battle 
of  Antietam  in  particular,  with  some  comments  concern- 
ing the  preliminary  Emancipation  Proclamation. 

These  clippings  are  pasted  on  both  sides  of  a  piece  of 
cardboard  measuring  H"xl7%",  with  an  affidavit  bear- 
ing the  date  of  February  5,  1914: 

"These  clippings,  regarding  the  various  Battles  of  the 
War  of  the  Rebellion,  were  used  by  Mr.  Lincoln,  and 
were  given  by  him,  to  my  Father,  at  various  times. 

Emma  H.  Gurley  Adams" 

For  many  years  the  newspaper  clippings  which  Lincoln 
read  were  kept  in  the  files  of  the  Lincoln  Library- 
Museum  of  the  Foundation.  Within  the  last  few  weeks 
they  have  been  placed  on  exhibit  where  they  have 
attracted  a  considerable  amount  of  attention  on  the  part 
of  our  many  visitors. 


Additional  information  concerning  Lincoln  and  Gurley 
can  be  found  in  A  History  of  the  New  York  Avenue 
Presbyterian  Church,  One  Hundred  Fifty-Seven  Years, 
1803  to  1961  by  Frank  E.  Edgington,  1962.  Two  of  the 
chapters  of  this  book  are  entitled  "The  Lincoln  Family 
and  the  New  York  Avenue  Church"  and  "The  Lincoln 
Pew."  This  church  should  be  included  in  the  itinerary  of 
every  Lincoln  student  who  visits  the  Nation's  capital  city. 
In  addition  to  Lincoln's  pew,  one  of  the  most  outstanding 
exhibits  in  the  church's  Lincoln  parlor  is  an  original  pre- 
liminary draft  of  the  Emancipation  Proclamation,  a  gift 
of  Barney  Balaban. 
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From  the  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 

Original  newspaper  clippings  (Fall  of  1862)  used  and 
read  by  President  Lincoln  and  later  presented  to  Dr. 
Phineas  D.  Gurley. 
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SELECTED    READING    FOR    THE    CHRISTIAN    HOME 


Rev.  Phineas  D.  Gurley,  D.  D. 


The  little-knov/n  story 
of 

PRESIDENT 
LINCOLN'S 
PASTOR 


by  CHARLES  LUDWIG 


Early  one  morning,  just  as  Dr.  Gurley 
stepped  out  of  the  White  House,  he  was 
stopped  by  a  friend.  "Why,  doctor,"  exclaimed 
the  astonished  man,  "it  is  not  yet  nine  o'clock. 
What  are  you  doing  at  the  Executive  Man- 
sion?" 

"Mr.  Lincoln  and  I  have  been  having  a 
morning  chat,"  replied  Gurley,  smiling. 

"On  the  war,  I  suppose?" 

"Far  from  it,"  said  Gurley,  his  voice  be- 
coming extremely  serious.  "We  have  been 
talking  about  the  state  of  the  soul  after  death. 
That  is  a  subject  on  which  Mr.  Lincoln  never 
tires.  I  have  had  many  conversations  with  him 
on  the  subject.  This  morning,  however,  I  was 
a  listener,  as  Mr.  Lincoln  did  all  the  talking." 

The  relationships  between  Dr.  Gurley  and 
his  famous  parishioner  were  on  an  extremely 
intimate  level.  Lincoln  considered  Gurley  a 
warm  friend,  and  frequently  poured  out  his 
heart  to  him.  To  an  acquaintance,  the  Presi- 


dent expressed  his  admiration  by  saying,  "I 
like  Gurley.  He  don't  preach  politics.  I  get 
enough  of  that  during  the  week,  and  when  I 
go  to  church  I  like  to  hear  the  Gospel." 

As  Lincoln's  pastor,  and  as  pastor  of  the 
New  York  Avenue  Presbyterian  Church,  Gur- 
ley's  fame  was  secure.  But  the  love  of  the  peo- 
ple for  him  did  not  depend  on  his  position. 
Gurley  was  loved  because  of  his  character,  his 
kindness  and  his  Christlike  ways.  He  was  a 
man  of  prayer.  Indeed,  his  public  prayers 
were  so  filled  with  spiritual  power,  that  when- 
ever he  uttered  them  in  the  presence  of  Lin- 
coln, the  President  always  rose  to  his  feet. 
Also,  whenever  possible,  President  Lincoln 
attended  the  midweek  prayer  meeting. 

During  the  war  years,  a  man  requested  and 
received  a  letter  of  introduction  from  Dr. 
Gurley  to  ex-President  Pierce.  Not  finding  the 
ex-President  at  Concord,  the  man  went  on 
to  Boston  where  his  discovered  the  hotel  at 
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Lincoln  began  calling  the  New  Testament  his  ''Rock" 


which  Pierce  was  staying.  There,  the  man  sent 
the  letter  up  to  the  ex-President's  room. 

In  a  moment  Pierce  came  down  the  steps 
and  after  a  warm  greeting,  said,  "Ah,  you  are 
from  Washington!  Now  before  you  enter  on 
your  own  business,  tell  me  all  you  can  about 
that  great  and  good  man,  Dr.  Gurley." 

Dr.  Phineas  Gurley — he  was  named  after 
his  father — was  born  in  Hamilton,  New  York, 
on  November  12,  1816.  His  parents  were  de- 
voted Christians,  and  he  became  accustomed 
to  hearing  the  Bible  read. 

Shortly  after  he  was  converted,  he  joined 
the  Parishville  Presbyterian  Church.  Then,  at 
the  age  of  15,  he  felt  a  definite  call  to  the 
Christian  ministry.  Since  his  parents  were  un- 
able to  supply  him  with  funds  to  go  to  col- 
lege, he  became  a  teacher.  The  money  he 
earned  enabled  young  Gurley  to  enter  Union 
College  in  Schenectady  in  1833. 

Toward  the  close  of  his  first  scholastic  year, 
he  learned  that  his  mother  was  seriously  ill. 
Dropping  everything,  he  rushed  to  see  her. 
Unfortunately,  she  died  before  he  arrived. 
But  she  had  left  a  message  that  influenced 
him  the  rest  of  his  life.  "Tell  my  dear  boy," 
she  whispered  to  a  loved  one  by  her  bed,  "to 
be  a  faithful  minister  of  Jesus." 

Gurley  was  always  profoundly  thankful  for 
his  mother's  example.  As  a  successful  minis- 
ter he  wrote:  "In  early  life  she  gave  her  heart 
to  the  Saviour,  and  for  many  long  years  she 
clung  to  Him  as  her  Redeemer  and  her  hope. 
His  words  were  her  guide;  His  will  her  law; 
His  glory  her  aim;  His  smile  her  bliss;  His 
grace  her  reliance;  and  when  the  time  of  her 
departure  grew  near,  His  presence  cheered 
her  and  His  Holy  Spirit  breathed  into  her 
heart  an  unutterable  and  heavenly  peace." 

In  1837  Gurley  was  graduated  at  the  top  of 
his  class  and  entered  Princeton.  Completing 
his  work  at  Princeton,  He  married  Miss  Em- 
ma Brooks,  and  the  young  couple  headed  for 
Indianapolis  to  become  pastors  of  the  First 
Presbyterian  Church.  In  spite  of  the  fact  that 
Henry  Ward  Beecher  was  the  colorful  pastor 
of  Indianapolis'  Second  Presbyterian  Church 
— Dr.  Gurley's  ministry  was  very  fruitful. 

In  1850,  Gurley  was  called  to  Dayton,  Ohio; 
and  in  1854  he  accepted  the  F  Street  Church 
in  Washington.  Four  years  later,  this  congre- 
gation was  combined  with  the  Second  Pres- 


byterian Church  in  order  to  form  the  New 
York  Avenue  congregation — the  one  the  Lin- 
colns  attended. 

Gurley  had  first  caught  the  ear  of  America 
by  being  elected  Chaplain  of  the  Senate  in 
1858.  But  it  was  not  until  the  Lincoln  days 
that  he  became  well  known. 

Right  after  the  inauguration,  Mary  Lincoln 
got  the  seating  plan  of  the  New  York  Avenue 
Church.  Finding  that  pew  number  fourteen 
in  the  sixth  row  from  the  front  was  vacant, 
she  chose  it.  Mrs.  Lauck  who  attended  the 
church  at  this  time  remembered  the  Lincoln 
pew  quite  vividly:  "I  can  see  him  still,  as  he 
would  come  swinging  up  the  aisle,  with  his 
boys  following  him.  He  would  stand  at  his 
pew  until  they  filed  in;  then  he  would  take 
his  seat  at  the  end  next  to  the  aisle." 

Lincoln  sat  next  to  the  aisle  in  order  to 
make  room  for  his  long  legs! 

In  the  beginning  of  1862,  young  Willie  Lin- 
coln developed  a  heavy  cold.  Complications 
followed,  and  Dr.  Gurley  was  summoned  to 
his  bedside.  Gurley  prayed  for  the  lad,  but  he 
continued  to  worsen.  Finally,  when  the  lad 
knew  that  he  was  not  going  to  live,  he  whis- 
pered to  his  mother  in  the  presence  of  Dr. 
Gurley,  "I  want  all  of  the  money  in  my  iron 
bank  to  go  to  the  Sunday  school  mission 
work." 

That  March,  while  the  treasurer  of  the  Sun- 
day school  was  giving  his  report,  Dr.  Gurley 
stood  up  and  said,  "Add  to  the  total  of  your 
receipts  the  sum  of  $5.00  which  was  the  gift 
of  Willie  Lincoln."  Willie  was  11  at  the  time 
of  his  death. 

As  the  severity  of  the  war  increased  and 
the  loads  on  the  President's  shoulders  be- 
came almost  unbearable,  Lincoln  found  him- 
self attracted  more  and  more  to  the  church. 
Frequently,  at  a  moment  of  crisis,  he  would 
summon  Gurley  to  the  White  House  and  the 
two  of  them  would  get  on  their  knees  and 
pray.  Lincoln  began  calling  the  New  Testa- 
ment which  he  carried  the  "Rock." 

But  Lincoln  also  prayed  alone.  "I  went  into 
my  room,"  he  testified,  "and  got  down  on  my 
knees  and  prayed  Almighty  God  for  victory 
at  Gettysburg.  I  told  Him  that  this  was  His 
country,  the  war  His  war;  but  that  we  couldn't 
stand  another  Fredricksburg  or  Chancellors- 

Continued  on  page  7 
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five-  and  seven-year-olds,  enjoy  Pooh  Bear. 
Such  books  are  for  reading  aloud. 

Pictures  are  for  tired  minds,  intellectual 
dilettantes,  dabblers  in  the  world  of  ideas. 
Can  Nederhoed's  book  on  a  Christian  ap- 
proach to  the  educated  person  be  reduced  to 
pictures?  Or  Harvey  Cox's  Secular  City?  Paul 
Little's  Give  Aiuay  Your  Faith?  Tozer's  Pur- 
suit of  God? 

Books  and  magazines  are  for  people  who 
want  help  in  forming  opinions,  people  who 
are  ready  to  face  difficult  and  sometimes  un- 
pleasant alternatives,  people  who  think  con- 
ceptually ( which,  after  all,  is  the  big  mental 
change  that  takes  place  when  a  child  becomes 
a  teenager). 

A  considerable  part  of  the  reason  our  fam- 
ily has  time  for  reading  is  that  ( Pow! )  we 
have  no  television  set.  I  know  that  there  are 
"many  good  programs  on  TV,"  but  an  equal 
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amount  of  time  spent  reading  will  crowd  the 
mind,  regardless  of  age,  with  ideas  all  out  of 
proportion.  And  printed  words  are  not  inter- 
rupted by  advertising  for  deodorants,  beer,  or 
detergents. 

I  told  you  I  was  biased. 

Television  is  today's  great  enemy  of  read- 
ing, and  therefore  of  serious  thought.  Johnny 
Carson  is  so  easily  turned  on,  and  Amy  Car- 
michael  turned  off.  Yet  The  Edges  of  His 
Ways  may  be  desperately  needed,  rather  than 
a  laugh. 

I  propose  a  new  movement:  S.T.R.E.T.C.H. 
( Start  To  Read,  Ending  Television's  Control- 
ling Habit. ) 

As  Mortimer  Adler  says  in  an  ad  for  the 
Great  Books  program:  "When  was  the  last 
time  your  mind  was  stretched  by  a  new  idea?" 

Join  S.T.R.E.T.C.H. 


Used  by  permission  CHURCH  HERALD,  official  organ  oi  the 
Reformed  Church  in  America. 
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ville.  And  then  and  there  I  made  a  solemn 
vow  with  my  Maker  that  if  He  would  stand  by 
the  boys  at  Gettysburg,  I  would  stand  by  Him. 
And  He  did  and  I  will." 

Having  been  Lincoln's  pastor,  people  fre- 
quently asked  Dr.  Gurley  what  he  thought  of 
the  President's  faith.  In  an  article  in  Scrib- 
ner's  Monthly,  eight  years  after  Lincoln's 
death,  he  answered  this  question  as  honestly 
as  possible.  "I  have  had  frequent  and  inti- 
mate conversations  with  him  on  the  subject 
of  the  Bible  and  the  Christian  religion,  when 
he  could  have  had  no  motive  to  deceive  me, 
and  I  considered  him  sound,  not  only  in  the 
truth  of  the  Christian  religion,  but  on  all  its 
fundamental  doctrines  and  teachings.  And, 
more  than  that,  in  the  later  days  of  his  chas- 
tened and  weary  life,  after  the  death  of  his 
son,  Willie,  and  his  visit  to  the  battlefield  of 
Gettysburg,  he  said,  with  tears  in  his  eyes, 
that  he  had  lost  confidence  in  everything  but 
God,  and  that  he  now  believed  his  heart  was 
changed  and  that  he  loved  the  Saviour,  and 
that  he  was  not  deceived  in  himself,  it  was 
his  intention  to  soon  make  a  profession  of  re- 
ligion." 

In  the  beginning  of  Dr.  Gurley's  pastorate, 
the  New  York  Avenue  Church  had  160  mem- 
bers. By  the  end  of  his  pastorate  the  member- 
ship had  grown  to  450.  But  President  Lincoln 
was  not  a  member.  It  has  been  reliably  re- 
ported, however,  that  Lincoln  had  made  ar- 


rangements with  Dr.  Gurley  to  join  on  Easter 
Sunday.  He  never  completed  his  intentions, 
for  he  was  shot  the  Friday  night  before. 

Dr.  Gurley  was  immediately  summoned  to 
the  home  where  the  physicians  hovered  over 
the  wounded  man.  He  did  what  he  could  to 
comfort  and  assure  those  who  stood  near  the 
stricken  man.  Then,  when  the  final  call  came, 
he  knelt  by  the  President's  bed,  and  in  a  bro- 
ken voice  pleaded  comfort  and  understanding 
for  his  family  and  country. 

Sixty  ministers  attended  the  official  funeral 
in  the  East  Room  of  the  White  House.  But  to 
Dr.  Gurley  went  the  privilege  of  preaching 
the  sermon.  Those  who  listened,  and  those 
who  read  the  printed  message,  felt  the  power 
of  a  loving  pastor.  "His  way  is  in  the  sea," 
said  Gurley,  "and  His  path  in  the  great  wa- 
ters; and  His  footsteps  are  not  known.  .  .  .  We 
bow,  we  weep,  we  worship.  .  .  .  We  will  wait 
for  His  interpretation.  He  may  purify  us  more 
in  the  furnace  of  trial,  but  He  will  not  con- 
sume us." 

Phineas  Gurley  continued  on  with  his  work, 
preaching,  comforting,  organizing.  He  was  a 
hard  worker.  Indeed,  he  worked  so  hard  that 
in  February,  1868,  he  was  compelled  to  ask 
for  time  to  rest.  The  congregation  graciously 
gave  him  a  leave  of  absence.  His  last  sermon 
at  New  York  Avenue  was  based  on  Hebrews 
13:  14:  "Here  have  we  no  continuing  city,  but 
we  seek  one  to  come." 
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LincoUrayed 

Tomorrow  Is  the  125th  Anniversary  of  Lincoln's  Birth-aLorial  Services   Wil 

Be  Held  in  the  Church  He  Attended,  Centering  Around  the.  Here  Are  Stories 

Which  Shed  Interesting  Light  Upon  the  Emancipator's  M  Religious  Life 

By  Margaret  Norr 

Author  of  "Heroes  and  Hazards' 


ACCORDING  to  time-honored  custom, 
President  Roosevelt  has  been  invited 
to  attend  the  special  Lincoln  me- 
morial services  today  in  the  New  York  Avenue 
•resbyterian    Church    in    Washington   and 

ccupy  the  pew  which  Lincoln  occupied  dur- 
ng  his  Presidency. 

President  Hoover  attended  a  similar  service 

year  ago  today.  Coolidge  did  so  during  his 
erm;  so  did  Taft;  so  did  Theodore  Roosevelt; 
o  did  President  McKinley.  Many  adminis- 
rations  have  observed  the  tradition  dear  to 
he  religious  life  of  our  national  capital — 
lamely,  that  on  the  Sunday  nearest  Lincoln's 
•irthday  the  President  of  the  United  States 
hould  worship  in  the  church  where  Lincoln 
worshiped  and  sit  in  the  Lincoln  pew. 

This  pew,  roped  off  from  the  rest  of  the 
.isle,  a  shrine  within  a  shrine,  bears 
Abraham  Lincoln's  name  on  a  thin,  worn, 
ilver  plate.  Here  the  sad,  patient  Lincoln 
ould  be  found  on  many  a  Sunday  during 
hose  trying  years  of  his  term,  sitting  near 
he  pew  door  sideways,  to  accommodate  his 
ong  legs,  which  otherwise  would  have  been 
ramped  in  the  narrow  space.  Some  say  he 
ame  swathed  in  his  great  old  shawl.  Others, 
/ho  profess  to  know,  say  he  never  wore  the 
hawl  to  church  but  came  immaculately 
jessed  in  a  well  brushed  top  coat  and  sat  at 
ase  but  with  great  dignity  beside  Mrs. 
Lincoln  and  their  sons. 

Lincoln  made  every  one  welcome  in  his 
>ew.  Once  his  long  arm  shot  out  to  draw  in  a 
orlorn-looking,  poorly  clad  man  awkwardly 
eeking  a  seat.  Since  his  death  the  pew  has 
jecome  a  Mecca  for  patriotic  pilgrims.  Dur- 
ng  the  World  War  many  of  our  soldier?, 
>assing  through  the  capital  to  embarkation, 
narched  down  the  aisle  to  the  dark  pew  with 
,he  flag  and  sometimes  paused  to  hear  the 
*tory  of  the  man  who  prayed  there  in  the 
'dark  '60s."  He  came  regularly  because  he 
(ound  here  "not  partisan  politics  but  some- 
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Lincoln  and  His  Family 

church  while  the  President  Is  there  Is  like 
talking  to  the  wind.  Many  devout  church 
members  who  prefer  sober  contemplation 
have  been  driven  elsewhere  in  despair,  until 
a  change  of  administration  brings  a  shift  in 
the  Sabbath  tide  and  leaves  their  own 
church  to  themselves. 

It  was  not  until  Theodore  Roosevelt's 
time  that  the  President  became  an  object 
of  curiosity,  his  presence  the  occasion  for  a 
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Thus  Lincoln,  who — unlike  most  of  our 
Presidents — never  joined  a  church,  was  so 
closely  identified  with  this  one  that  Wash- 
ington residents  to  this  day  fondly  call  it  the 
Lincoln  church. 

Its  chimes,  among  the  finest  in  Washing- 
ton, and  its  tower,  in  the  Sir  Christopher 
Wren  design,  were  the  gift  in  1928  of  Mrs. 
Robert  Lincoln  and  her  family — a  memorial 
to  Father  Abraham.  It  is  interesting  that 
the  chimes  were  made  by  a  firm  in  Massa- 
chusetts which  claims  that  its  enterprise 
dates  back  to  the  family  of  Nancy  Hanks, 
Abraham  Lincoln's  mother,  whose  people 
were  among  the  first  makers  of  bells  in 
America. 

The  tower  was  originally  designed  as  a 
beacon  light  for  airplanes.  Romance  lies 
In  this  simple  fact.  Each  night  the  spire 
is  illuminated,  so  that  from  far  and  wide 
men  may  see  this  pinnacle  of  light  shining 
in  the  darkness  above  the  city  skyline,  sym- 
bolic of  the  spirit  of  Lincoln,  who  led  the 
nation  from  darkness  to  light. 

Washington  is  dotted  with  churches  whicn 
have  claimed  for  a  term  or  two  the  honor 
of  Presidential  attendance,  an  honor  which 
of  recent  years  has  become — well,  "a  bit  dis- 
rupting," to  quote  one  minister  who  knows. 
In  the  olden  days  the  President  used  to  come 
and  go  to  church  as  inconspicuously  as  any 
private  citizen.  In  modern  Administrations, 
however,  idle  curiosity  seekers,  who  come  not 
to  worship  but  to  stare,  necessitate  a  special 
police  patrol  near  the  church  which  he  at- 
tends. Pew  holders  are  admitted  by  ticket, 
as  though  to  a  theater  or  lecture.  Crowds 
armed  with  opera  glasses  rather  than  prayer 
books  fill  even  the  galleries.  To  preach  in  a 


iiciniL  jam,  ins  very  unauiib  iiuni  page  news. 
The  elder  Roosevelt  was  our  first  Chief  Ex- 
ecutive to  become  a  national  hero  in  his  own 
term.  The  little  incoaspicuous  Dutch  Re- 
formed Church  which  he  joined  as  Vice- 
President  was  the  first  serene,  ivy-covered 
chapel  stampeded  by  the  sightseeing  mob. 

T.  R.,  who  always  walked  to  church,  would 
come  marching  down  Sixteenth  Street,  while 
two  Secret  Service  men  followed  along  be- 
hind. The  crowd  which  trailed  him  was  held 
back,  not  so  much  by  suasion  as  by  force. 

The  crowd  followed  Taft  to  the  Unitarian 
Church,  almost  tore  down  the  church  of 
which  Wilson  was  a  member,  turned  Con- 
gregationalist  with  Coolidge  and  followed 
Hcover  to  the  Quaker  meeting  house.  Today 
it  is  St.  Thomas's  Episcopal  Church  on  Eight- 
eenth Street  near  Connecticut  Avenue,  where 
traffic  pUes  up  on  Sunday  morning  and  the 
staff  of  ushers  has  been  increased,  trained 
to  be  lynx-eyed  and  cautious  as  Secret  Serv- 
ice men. 

But  the  Lincoln  church  never  attracted 
the  crowd.  It  was  only  by  dying  that  its 
most  distinguished  attendant  !>ecame  a  na- 
tional hero.  In  his  lifetime  Lincoln  was 
called,  among  other  things,  a  mountebank, 
an  infidel,  an  apeman,  a  cow.rd,  a  tyrant. 
He  had  a  rebellious  Cabinet,  s  hostile  Con- 
gress and  disloyal  Copperheads  \o  face.  Often 
the  press  was  hostile  and  man}  pulpits  were 
pacifist.  Not  until  many  years  a  ^ter  his  death 
was  his  pew  made  a  shrine  with'n  a  shrine. 

Today  stories  of  Lincoln  associations  here 
are  the  most  precious  lore  of  the  church, 
handed  down  by  the  congregation  from  one 
generation  to  the  next  like  precious  family 
traditions,  and  from  pastor  to  pastor.  We 
give  them  here  as  the."  viere  •r  ex  to  us  by 


the  present  pastor,  the  Rev.  Joseph  R.  Sizoo, 
a  great  student  and  admirer  of  Lincoln. 
Many  of  them  are  the  personal  experiences 
of  the  Rev.  Phineas  D.  Gurley,  who  was  the 
pastor  in  Lincoln's  time  and  became  Lin- 
coln's intimate  friend.  Church  records  often 
refer  to  him  as  the  "sainted  Dr.  Gurley." 

Unfortunately,  Dr.  Gurley's  valuable  Lin- 
coln data,  still  in  possession  of  the  Gurley 
heirs,  has  never  been  published.  Bits  of  it 
lecorded  here  and  there  in  treasured  old 
church  pamphlets  and  in  various  interviews 


given  by  Dr.  Gurley  after  Lincoln's  death 
are  the  public's  only  proof  in  document  form 
ot  the  authenticity  of  these  stories.  Hence 
historians  prefer  to  regard  them  as  "prob- 
abilities" rather  than  fact.  No  Lincoln 
biographer,  in  so  far  as  we  know,  has  told 
them  in  a  published  work.  The  church, 
however,  looks  on  them  as  its  own  valuable 
heritage,  Lincoln  memories  which  it  Is 
pleased  to  share  with  an  interested  public. 

During  the  dark  days  of  the  war,  this 
church  claims,  Lincoln  found  consolation  in 
attending  the  Thursday  evening  prayer 
meetings.  But  since  in  the  audience  there 
were  sure  to  be  pacifists  and  secessionists, 
imong  whom  the  presence  of  the  war-time 
President  was  distracting,  even  urtwe'eome, 
tie  used  to  come  as  inconspicuously  as  pos- 
sible and  sit  with  door  ajar  in  a  darkened 
mte-room.  Only  the  pastor  and  the  secret 
service  men  knew  that  he  was  there 

One  Thursday  night,  so  the  story  i  rs, 
"wo  youths  dropped  into  this  room,  s;  v  the 
jaunt  stranger  huddled  there  and  re»i:r:  ed 
wide-eyed  to  whisper  to  the  pas^r,    "That 


Facsimile  of  a  check  given  by  Abraham  Lincoln  to  the  Reverend  Phineas  D.  Gurley,  pastor  of  the  New  York  Avenue 
Presbyterian  Church,  Washington,  D.  C,  which  President  Lincoln  attended  while  in  Washington 

Compliments  of  CITIZENS    TRUST    COMPANY,    Utica,   N.T. 
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NewYork  Avenue  Presbyterian  Church 
Washington,  D.  C. 


LINCOLN  AND  THE  NEW  YORK  AVENUE 
PRESBYTERIAN    CHURCH 

JURJNG  the  four  years  of  his  presidency  Lincoln  attended  the  New  York 
Avenue  Presbyterian  Church,  near  the  comer  of  14th  Street  and  New  York 
Avenue,  of  which  Rev.  Phineas  D.  Gurley  was  then  pastor.  The  President  be- 
came a  well-known  figure  there  on  Sunday  mornings.  He  also  attended  the  weekly 
prayer  meeting  at  the  church,  but  usually  sat  alone  in  the  pastor's  room  from 
which  he  could  hear  the  service  without  being  seen,  thus  avoiding  the  interrup- 
tions of  the  many  people  who  gathered  to  consult  him  at  its  close.  He  once  said 
that  he  chose  the  New  York  Avenue  Church  because  he  had  found  a  minister  there 
who  preached  the  gospel  and  let  politics  alone. 

When  Lincoln  decided  to  issue  an  Emancipation  Proclamation,  Dr.  Gurley 
was  the  first  to  learn  of  it  and  to  him  Lincoln  submitted  the  rough  draft  on  the 
day  following  its  preparation.  A  careful  revision  of  the  document  made  after  this 
conference  with  his  pastor  included  four  valuable  changes  that  Dr.  Gurley  had 
suggested.  Few  knew  Lincoln  as  well  as  Dr.  Gurley.  It  was  fitting,  considering 
the  firm  friendship  that  existed  between  them,  that  he  should  have  been  the  one  to 
deliver  an  appreciation  of  Lincoln  at  his  funeral  on  April  19,  1865, 
in  the  east  room  of  the  White  House. 


Abraham  Lincoln 
1809-186$ 
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January  12,  19^5 


Ourley  Adams 
Cairo  Hotel 
Box  20k 
Washington,  9,  D.C. 

Ifcr  dear  Madam: 

Thank  70a  for  calling  to  our  attention  the  date  in 
error  relating  to  your  father's  death  and  ve  shall  immediately 
change  our  office  copy  from  September  3  to  September  30. 

This  year  in  February  I  intend  to  be  on  the  vest  coast 
instead  of  the  east  coast  so  vill  not  be  Yisiting  in  Washington. 
Sincerely  regret  my  inability  to  contact  you  on  my  last  visit 
and  I  trust  that  at  some  future  time  I  may  hare  the  pleasure 
of  meeting  you. 

I  am  glad  you  enjoyed  the  little  bulletin  and  I  am 
enclosing  some  extra  copies  which  I  thought  perhaps  you  might 
wish  to  send  to  your  friends. 

Very  truly  yours, 


LAW:WM  Director 

eno. 


81st  CONGRESS 
2d  Session 


S.  RES.  235 


IN  THE  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES 

February  28  (legislative  day,  February  22),  19r>0 

Mr.  Martin  (for  Mr.  \Vhkrijy)  submitted  the  following  resolution;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Rules  and  Administration 

March  9  (legislative  day,  March  8) ,  1950 
Reported  by  Mr.  Hayden,  without  amendment;  considered  and  agreed  to 


RESOLUTION 

1  Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  is  authorized 

2  and  directed  to  pay,  out  of  the  contingent  fund  of  the  Senate, 

3  to  Glenwood  Cemetery,  Lincoln  Road  Northeast,  Washing- 

4  ton,  District  of  Columbia,  the  sum  of  $425,  upon  receipt 

5  by  him  of  such  assurances  as  he  may  deem  necessary  that 
(i  such  sum  will  be  used  for  repairs  to  the  monument  erected 

7  at  the  grave  of  the  Reverend  Phineas  D.  Gurley,  a  former 

8  Chaplain  of  the  Senate,  and  for  perpetual  care  of  such  grave. 


SIst  CONGRESS 
2d  Session 


S.  RES.  235 


RESOLUTION 

Authorizing-  payment  for  repairs  to  the  monu- 
ment at  the  grave  of  Reverend  Phineas  D. 
Gurley,  former  Chaplain  of  the  Senate,  and 
for  care  of  such  grave. 

By  Mr.  Wherry 

February  28  (legislative  clay,  February  22),  1950 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Rules  and  Administration 

March  9  (legislative  day,  March  8),  1950 
Reported  without  amendment ;  considered  and  agreed  to 


Rev.  Phineas  D.  Gurley  (1816-1868) 


Rev.  Phineas  D.  Gurley  was  the  Pastor  of  New  York  Avenue  Presbyterian  Church  in  Washington 
where  the  Lincolns  attended  church.  He  and  his  wife  were  frequent  guests  at  the  White  House.  He 
often  brought  religious  delegations  and  personal  requests  to  the  President.  In  one  letter  to 
President  Lincoln  on  March  13,  1863,  Dr.  Gurley  successfully  requested  a  job  for  a  friend,  who 
was  placed  at  the  Treasury  Department: 

Permit  me  to  commend  to  your  confidence  and  kindness  my  highly  esteemed  friend, 
Mr.  Amos  Young.  Formerly  he  resided  in  Georgetown;  now  he  is  residing  in  this  city. 
Our  civil  troubles  have  made  his  home  a  desolation.  The  extent  of  his  losses  he 
himself  will  tell  you,  and  you  can  rely  with  the  most  implicit  confidence  upon  his 
every  statement.  His  character  is  so  pure,  his  loyalty  so  unwavering,  and  his  need  so 
urgent,  that  I  really  hope  you  will  take  such  an  interest  in  his  case  as  will  secure  him 
employment.  He  is  a  worthy  and  suffering  servant  of  Christ,  Mr.  President,  and,  as  a 
minister  of  Christ,  I  earnestly  entreat  you  to  consider  his  claims  and  favor  his  appeal. 

His  habits  have  such  as  to  give  him  excellent  qualifications  for  a  clerkship. 

More  often,  according  to  historian  David  Rankin  Barbee,  Dr.  Gurley  intervened  on  behalf  of 
Northern  or  Southern  clergymen  who  had  been  arrested  and  imprisoned  by  the  Union  army.  In  one 
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letter  to  Mr.  Lincoln,  Dr.  Gurley  wrote:  "Pardon  me,  Mr.  President,  for  saying  that  I  think  the 
business  of  suppressing  churches  with  pastors,  which  the  War  Department  seems  disposed  to 
undertake,  will  not  only  be  difficult  and  troublesome,  but  rather  injurious  than  beneficial  to  the 

Government." 

Historian  Allen  C.  Guelzo  wrote:  "There  was  much  that  Lincoln  admired  in  Gurley's  rhetorical 
gifts  as  a  preacher,  and  he  once  remarked  to  John  Hay  that  it  had  to  be  a  good  sign  that  Gurley's 
'faith  in  ultimate  success'  in  the  war  was  so  vast.  Gurley  'spoke  with  an  authoritative  air  of 
sincerity,'  and  'his  preaching  was  confined  with  remarkable  closeness  to  the  great  central  doctrines 
of  the  cross,'  but,  happily,  he  also  managed  to  stay  away  from  politics.  [Government  printer]  John 
DeFrees  believed  that  Lincoln  'had  several  conversations  with  the  Rev.  P.D.  Gurley.. .on  the  subject 
of  religion,'  and  on  at  least  three  occasions  Lincoln  allowed  Gurley  to  present  petitions  for  pardons 
or  appointments.  Yet  Lincoln  never  developed  a  particularly  close  relationship  with  Gurley,  apart 
from  inviting  Gurley  to  the  White  House  from  time  to  time  and  allowing  Gurley  to  be  generally 

understood  by  Washington  society  as  the  Lincolns'  pastor."    Once  when  accosted  as  he  left  the 
White  House  after  an  early  morning  meeting,  Dr.  Gurley  explained  that  he  and  the  President  had 
"been  talking  of  the  state  of  the  soul  after  death.  That  is  a  subject  of  which  Mr.  Lincoln  never  tires. 

This  morning,  however,  I  was  a  listener.  Mr.  Lincoln  did  all  the  talking." 

Dr.  Gurley  played  an  important  role  at  President  Lincoln's  deathbed  and  funeral  services.  He 
comforted  Mrs.  Lincoln  during  the  death  watch  at  the  Peterson  Home  and  delivered  a  brief  prayer 
after  Mr.  Lincoln  died  on  April  15.  After  the  President  died,  Dr.  Gurley  informed  Mrs.  Lincoln 
who  exclaimed  "O  -  why  did  you  not  let  me  know?  Why  did  you  not  tell  me"  He  replied:  "yoru 
friends  thought  it  was  not  best.  You  must  be  resigned  to  the  will  of  God.  You  must  be  calm  and 
trust  in  God  and  in  your  friends."  He  accompanied  her  back  to  the  White  House  where  he  had  the 
unenviable  task  of  telling  Tad  Lincoln  that  his  beloved  father  was  dead.  Tad's  grief  was  so 
overwhelming,  reported  Dr.  Gurley,  that  although  he  had  previously  maintained  his  composure,  he 
broke  down.  About  10  AM  he  returned  home.  "I  felt  as  though  I  had  been  engaged  all  night  in  a 

terrible  Battle  and  had  but  just  strength  enough  left  to  drag  myself  off  the  field." 

Gurley  delivered  the  funeral  sermon  on  April  19  at  the  White  House,  saying: 

Since  the  days  of  Washington,  no  man  was  ever  so  deeply  and  firmly  imbedded  and 
enshrined  in  the  hearts  of  the  people,  as  Abraham  Lincoln;  nor  was  it  a  mistaken 
confidence  and  love.  He  deserves  it  all.  He  merited  by  his  character,  by  his  acts,  and 
by  the  whole  tone  and  tenor  of  his  life.  His  integrity  was  thorough,  all  pervading,  all 
controlling,  and  incorruptible.  He  saw  his  duty  as  the  chief  magistrate  of  a  great  and 
imperilled  people,  and  he  determined  to  do  his  duty,  seeking  the  guidance  and  leaning 
on  the  arm  of  Him  of  Whom  it  is  written:  'He  giveth  to  the  faint,  and  to  them  who 
have  no  Might  he  increaseth  strength.'  Never  shall  I  forget  the  emphatic  and  deep 
emotion  with  which  he  he  said,  in  this  very  room  to  a  company  of  clergymen  who  had 
called  to  pay  their  respect  to  him  in  the  darkest  days  of  the  civil  conflict.  'Gentlemen, 
my  hope  of  success  in  this  struggle  rests  on  that  immutable  foundation,  the  justice  and 
goodness  of  God,  and  when  events  are  very  threatening,  I  still  hope  that  in  some  way 

all  will  be  on  our  side. 
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Dr.  Gurley  also  said  prayers  at  the  Capitol  and  the  Washington  train  station  and  again  at  the 
graveside  in  Springfield,  Illinois.  He  also  composed  a  funeral  hymn,  "Rest,  Noble  Martyr." 

"It  has  been  reported  Lincoln  had  made  arrangements  to  become  a  member  officially  on  Easter 
Day,  and  that,  apart  from  his  assassination,  he  would  have  taken  this  step.  Though  this  is  possible, 
we  have  no  way  of  verifying  the  truth  of  the  report.  The  chief  evidence  against  it  is  that  Dr. 
Gurley,  so  far  as  we  know,  never  mentioned  it  publicly,"  wrote  Elton  Trueblood  in  Abraham 

Lincoln:  Theologian  of  American  Anguish.   In  a  sermon  delivered  six  weeks  after  the  President's 
murder,  Dr.  Gurley  told  a  story:  "It  is  said  that  when  the  multitudes  were  looking  upon  the  remains 
of  our  departed  President  in  Philadelphia,  a  venerable  and  intelligent  colored  woman  came  up,  and 
having  gazed  for  a  moment  upon  the  faded  form  as  it  lay  silent  and  lifeless  in  its  coffin,  she 
clasped  her  hands  in  agony,  while  her  tears  were  flowing  fast,  and  exclaimed  with  a  loud  voice, 
'O,  Abraham  Lincoln!  Are  you  dead?  Are  you  dead?  You  may  imagine,  if  you  can,  but  I  cannot 
undertake  to  describe  the  effect  of  this  exclamation  upon  all  who  heard  it.  May  a  time  with  the  last 
few  weeks  have  we  all  felt  as  she  felt,  and  our  hearts,  if  not  our  lips,  have  said,  'O,  Abraham 
Lincoln!  Are  you  dead?  Are  you  dead?'  Yes,  he  is  dead;  and  his  death  has  plunged  us  into  the 

o 

lowest  depths  of  sorrow.' 

Dr.  Gurley  had  been  appointed  Senate  chaplain  in  1858  and  had  previously  served  a  congregation 
in  Dayton,  Ohio.  Before  she  left  the  White  House,  Mrs.  Lincoln  arranged  to  have  her  late 
husband's  hat  sent  to  Dr.  Gurley.  She  got  very  upset  later  in  the  year  when  she  discovered  he  had 
not  received  it.  Dr.  Gurley  continued  to  serve  as  pastor  of  the  New  York  Avenue  Presbyterian 
Church  until  his  death  in  1868  and  spent  the  last  two  years  as  moderator  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  USA. 
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